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This excllent book written by Messrs Parab
and Deshpande needs to be translated into
several Indian languages since what they
have said in Marathi is equally applicable to
many other parts of India. India remains a
country of contrasts. some people worship
water while others unmindful of pollution
would equally well use lakes and ponds as
receptacles for receiving sewage and
industrial wastes.

The authors have, however, shown a true
love for water by suggesting verious ways in
which water bodies can be put to benificial
use in developing new towns and cities. my
own experiences in dealing with wastewater
in Vashi and other areas of Navi Mumbai
and with reuse possibilities in Airoli area
have led me to believe that the authors are
on the right track when they say that about
40% of land in these areas is below high tide
level and use has to be made of ponds as
holding ponds when designing the storm
water drainage systems. Their suggestions
about ' greening’ the area and developing
public recreational and other activities
around the water bodies are equally
relevant as that would enhance their
sustainability.

| congratulate the authors on this
publication and trust their concept would be
widely used in all town planning activities in
India.

Prof. SoliJ. Arceivala

Formerly, Chief Environmental Health,
WHO SE Asia Region, Director NEERI,
Nagpur and Chairman Emeritus, MWH
Consultants India
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